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Sveicinats!

Man prieks, ka izdevies piesaistit Tavu uzmanibu! Tagad kadu bridi
pastavi mierigi tepat! varbit ta Tu ieglsi kaut ko vértigu.

Tapat ari zivju dzenitis piestaj skréjiend virs Gaujas, apsézas uz
kada zara upmala un véro Udeni. Ko vin$ tur véro? Vin$ noliko sev
zivi. Kad pamanis, tad - plunks - Gdeni ieksa un péc briza bis
atpakal uz zara ar medijumu knabi. Péc mirkla tas jau atkal, skali
pikstédams, aizzibés ka zila liesma virs udens.

Tatad zivju dzenis$a nosaukuma pirmais vards nemanas - So putninu
tiesam interesé zivis. Bet ka ar to "dzeniti"? Te nu gan nezinata-
Jjs var tikt aizvests necelos, jo dzenu radinieks gan zivju dzeni-
tis nav. Pie sada varda tas drosi vien ticis tapéc, ka tam, gluzi
ka dzenim, ir ass knabis. Tuvaki zivju dzenisa radinieki ir bisu
dzenis (kas ari, protams, nav dzenis) un zala varna (kura, ja,
patiesiba nav varna).

Vél viena kopilga iezime zivju dzenitim un istajiem dzeniem ir ta,
ka tie ligzdo caurumos. Dzenu gadijuma Sie caurumi ir koku dobumi,
bet zivju dzenitis rok alas upju krastos. Tiesi tapéc ligzdosanas
sezonas laika - no aprila 1lidz augustam - tos visbiezak var manit
upés ar staviem krastiem - ka Seit. Alu rok abu dzimumu putni
kopa, un ari turpmak zivju dzenisu attiecibas valda liela dzimumu
lidztiesiba. Matite izdéj septinas olas, bet ar to perésanu un
mazulu baroS$anu nodarbojas abi para putni. Ja matite déj otro vai
treso reizi sezona, tévins var uznemties iepriekséja peréjuma ma-
zulus izbarot viens pats. Ir zinas aril par gadijumiem, kad notiek
otradi - tévins viens pats izperé nakama déjuma olas, kamér matite
baro iepriek$éjo peréjumu. Ja tévins saparojas ar divam matitém,
kad tas zivju dzenisiem médz gadities, tad tas ari piedalas abu
matisu peréjumu apripé.

Zivju dzenisu mazuli ir ligzdguli un ligzda pavada 23-27 dienas, 1lidz
pilniba apspalvojas. Péc ligzdas atstasanas dazu dienu laika jaunie



putni kldst neatkarigi. Un kas gan viniem cits atliek - vecaki tos
patriec no savas teritorijas un pievérsas nakamajam peréjumam. Tacu
neatkariba ir bistama - jaunie putni vél var nebldt prasmigi zivju
kéraji, un, méginot nirt, tie var samirkt un noslikt. Tiek uzskatits,

ka tikai puse ligzdu atstajuso mazulu nodzivo ilgak par divam nedé&lam un
vairak neka 70 % nenodzivo pat vienu gadu. Seit izpauZas viens no dabas
likumiem - tie, kas daudz mirst, ari razigi vairojas (zivju dzenitim var
bat pat cetri peréjumi gada), un tapat nelielais izdzivojuso putnu
skaits lauj populacijai saglabat stabilitati.

Labi, tagad skrien talak! Varbit kaut kas vértigs ir ari aiz nakama upes
likuma.

Ar sveicienu
Viesturs Kerus, ornitologs
Latvijas Ornitologijas biedriba



The common kingfisher

LASITTAKA

The letter to “Lasittaka” is written by ornithologist
Viesturs Kerus

Hello!

I am glad to have caught your attention! Stand quietly here for a
while! You may obtain something valuable.

The common kingfisher also stops in its run over the River Gauja,
sits on a branch by the river bank and watches the water. What is
he watching for? He is aiming for a fish. When he will notice it,
then - plunk - he will submerge in the water, and after a while
will be back on the branch with his catch in the beak. After a
moment, it will once more flash like a blue flame above the water
with a loud peep.

Fisher by name and fisher by nature - this bird is really inter-
ested in fish. But why does its name in Latvian resembles “wood-
pecker” - dzenitis? Here those Latvians not in the know can be

misled, because the kingfisher is no relative of the woodpecker.
This confusion may have come about because a kingfisher, like a
woodpecker, has a sharp beak. Closer relatives of the kingfisher
are the bee-eater (which, of course, is not a woodpecker either)
and the European roller (which, incidentally, does not roll any-
where).

Another common feature shared by kingfishers and woodpeckers is
that they nest in holes. In the case of woodpeckers, these holes
are tree cavities, while the kingfisher digs caves on the banks of
rivers. That is why during the nesting season - from April to
August - they can most often be observed near rivers with steep
banks, just like here. Both females and males dig the hole togeth-
er, and a great deal of gender equality in the kingfisher rela-
tionship is present in the next period, as well. The female lays
seven eggs, but both male and female sit on the eggs to hatch them
and feed their young. If the female lays for the second or third
time in the season, the male can undertake to feed the previous
juveniles alone. There are also reports of the opposite - the male
hatches the eggs of the next lay alone, while the female feeds the
previously hatched young. If a male mates with two females, which
can happen in case of kingfishers, then he also takes part in the
care of the young brought into the world by both females.



Kingfisher hatchlings are incessores and spend 23-27 days in the nest
until they are fully feathered. Within a few days of leaving the nest,
the young birds become independent. And what else is left for them to do
- the parents chase them away from their territory and turn to rising
their next brood. But independence is dangerous - young birds may not
yet be skilled fish catchers; they may get wet and drown when attempting
to dive. It is estimated that only half of the young birds that leave
the nest survive for more than two weeks and more than 70 % do not even
reach one year of age. Here is one of the laws of nature - those with a
high mortality also reproduce a lot (the kingfisher can have up to four
broods a year), and even the small number of surviving birds allows the
population to remain stable.

Now run on! Maybe something valuable awaits behind the next bend of the
river.

Very best,
Viesturs Kerus, ornithologist
Latvian Ornithological Society



